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Ise monogatari is one of classical Japan’s most important texts. It influenced
other literary court romances like The Tale of Genji and inspired artists,
playwrights, and poets throughout Japanese history and to the present day.

In a series of 125 loosely connected episodes, the Ise tells the story of a famous
lover, Captain Ariwara no Narihira (825–880), and his romantic encounters with
women throughout Japan. Each episode centers on an exchange of love poems
designed to demonstrate wit, sensitivity, and "courtliness."

Joshua Mostow and Royall Tyler present a fresh, contemporary translation of this
classic work, together with a substantial commentary for each episode. The
commentary explores how the text has been read in the past and identifies not
only the point of each episode, but also the full range of historical interpretations,
many of which shaped the use of the Ise in later literary and visual arts. The book
includes reproductions from a version of the 1608 Saga-bon printed edition of the
Ise, the volume that established Ise iconography for the entire Edo period
(1600–1868).
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Ise monogatari is one of classical Japan’s most important texts. It influenced other literary court romances
like The Tale of Genji and inspired artists, playwrights, and poets throughout Japanese history and to the
present day.

In a series of 125 loosely connected episodes, the Ise tells the story of a famous lover, Captain Ariwara no
Narihira (825–880), and his romantic encounters with women throughout Japan. Each episode centers on an
exchange of love poems designed to demonstrate wit, sensitivity, and "courtliness."

Joshua Mostow and Royall Tyler present a fresh, contemporary translation of this classic work, together with
a substantial commentary for each episode. The commentary explores how the text has been read in the past
and identifies not only the point of each episode, but also the full range of historical interpretations, many of
which shaped the use of the Ise in later literary and visual arts. The book includes reproductions from a
version of the 1608 Saga-bon printed edition of the Ise, the volume that established Ise iconography for the
entire Edo period (1600–1868).
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Editorial Review

Review
Mostow and Tyler have provided us with a translation and commentary that offers perhaps the richest
imaginable harvesting of the fruits of [previous] scholars' labours in a monograph of this size. . . . The
reading experience of this new translation is thoroughly embedded in the newest scholarship. The inclusion
of the complete set of illustrative woodblock prints from 1608 not only lightens this reading experience, but
is an essential part of the reception history strength of the commentary. . . . Without a doubt, the major
contribution of this commentary is its explicit engagement with the extensive Japanese commentary tradition
of all periods, ensuring that this will be the reference translation of choice not just for scholars working on
the Heian era, but for readers and scholars interested in other eras and in other disciplines. . . . General
readers will appreciate the breadth of cultural coverage and the readability of both translation and
commentary. Researchers will find it indispensable.-- "Japan Forum"

An excellent translation with clear, readable prose, and well-wrought poems. Even more useful is [the]
concise description of the long and convoluted reception history of this important but perplexing text.--
"CHOICE"

Review
Mostow and Tyler have provided us with a translation and commentary that offers perhaps the richest
imaginable harvesting of the fruits of [previous] scholars’ labours in a monograph of this size. . . . The
reading experience of this new translation is thoroughly embedded in the newest scholarship. The inclusion
of the complete set of illustrative woodblock prints from 1608 not only lightens this reading experience, but
is an essential part of the reception history strength of the commentary. . . . Without a doubt, the major
contribution of this commentary is its explicit engagement with the extensive Japanese commentary tradition
of all periods, ensuring that this will be the reference translation of choice not just for scholars working on
the Heian era, but for readers and scholars interested in other eras and in other disciplines. . . . General
readers will appreciate the breadth of cultural coverage and the readability of both translation and
commentary. Researchers will find it indispensable. (Japan Forum)

An excellent translation with clear, readable prose, and well-wrought poems. Even more useful is [the]
concise description of the long and convoluted reception history of this important but perplexing text.
(CHOICE)

About the Author
Royall Tyler is the most recent translator of The Tale of Genji (Penguin, 2001). He lives in Australia.

Joshua S. Mostow is professor of Asian studies at the University of British Columbia, Vancouver.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Richard Cassidy:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading
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habit give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information
inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind
of reserve you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want feel
happy read one with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Often the The Ise Stories: Ise
monogatari is kind of book which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Jerald Higgins:

The actual book The Ise Stories: Ise monogatari has a lot of information on it. So when you make sure to
read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was written by the very famous author. The author makes
some research prior to write this book. This book very easy to read you can find the point easily after
perusing this book.

Carl Vang:

That book can make you to feel relax. This particular book The Ise Stories: Ise monogatari was multi-colored
and of course has pictures around. As we know that book The Ise Stories: Ise monogatari has many kinds or
category. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and think
you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it offers up you
feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading in which.

Melissa Cox:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by net on social media. You can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It
is named of book The Ise Stories: Ise monogatari. You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without causing
the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most significant that,
you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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