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Part history, part cultural biography, and part literary mystery, The Orientalist
traces the life of Lev Nussimbaum, a Jew who transformed himself into aMuslim
prince and became a best-selling author in Nazi Germany.

Born in 1905 to awealthy family in the oil-boom city of Baku, at the edge of the
czarist empire, Lev escaped the Russian Revolution in acamel caravan. He
found refuge in Germany, where, writing under the names Essad Bey and Kurban
Said, his remarkable books about 1slam, desert adventures, and global revolution,
became celebrated across fascist Europe. His enduring masterpiece, Ali and
Nino—a story of love across ethnic and religious boundaries, published on the eve
of the Holocaust—is still in print today.

But Lev’slife grew wilder than hiswildest stories. He married an international
heiress who had no idea of histrue identity—until she divorced him in atabloid
scandal. Hisclosest friend in New Y ork, George Sylvester Viereck—also afriend
of both Freud's and Einstein’ s-was arrested as the leading Nazi agent in the
United States. Lev wasinvited to be Mussolini’s official biographer—until the
Fascists discovered his “true” identity. Under house arrest in the Amalfi cliff
town of Positano, Lev wrote his last book—discovered in a half a dozen notebooks
never before read by anyone-helped by a mysterious half-German salon hostess,
an Algerian weapons-smuggler, and the poet Ezra Pound.

Tom Reiss spent five years tracking down secret police records, love letters,
diaries, and the deathbed notebooks. Beginning with ayearlong investigation for
The New Yorker, he pursued Lev’s story across ten countries and found himself
caught up in encounters as dramatic and surreal, and sometimes as heartbreaking,
as hissubject’slife. Reiss's quest for the truth buffets him from one weird
character to the next: from the last heir of the Ottoman throne to arock opera-
composing baronessin an Austrian castle, to an aging starlet in a Hollywood
bungalow full of cats and turtles.

As he tracks down the pieces of Lev Nussimbaum’ s deliberately obscured life,
Reiss discovers a series of shadowy worlds—of European pan-lslamists, nihilist
assassins, anti-Nazi book smugglers, Baku oil barons, Jewish Orientalists-that

have also been forgotten. The result is athoroughly unexpected picture of the

twentieth century—of the origins of our ideas about race and religious self-
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definition, and of the roots of modern fanaticism and terrorism. Written with
grace and infused with wonder, The Orientalist is an astonishing book.
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Part history, part cultural biography, and part literary mystery, The Orientalist traces the life of Lev
Nussimbaum, a Jew who transformed himself into a Muslim prince and became a best-selling author in Nazi
Germany.

Born in 1905 to a wealthy family in the oil-boom city of Baku, at the edge of the czarist empire, Lev escaped
the Russian Revolution in acamel caravan. He found refuge in Germany, where, writing under the names
Essad Bey and Kurban Said, his remarkable books about |slam, desert adventures, and global revolution,
became celebrated across fascist Europe. His enduring masterpiece, Ali and Nino—a story of love across
ethnic and religious boundaries, published on the eve of the Holocaust—is still in print today.

But Lev’slife grew wilder than his wildest stories. He married an international heiress who had no idea of
his true identity—until she divorced him in atabloid scandal. His closest friend in New Y ork, George
Sylvester Viereck—also afriend of both Freud' s and Einstein’ s-was arrested as the leading Nazi agent in the
United States. Lev wasinvited to be Mussolini’ s official biographer—until the Fascists discovered his “true’
identity. Under house arrest in the Amalfi cliff town of Positano, Lev wrote his last book—discoveredin a
half a dozen notebooks never before read by anyone—helped by a mysterious half-German salon hostess, an
Algerian weapons-smuggler, and the poet Ezra Pound.

Tom Reliss spent five years tracking down secret police records, love letters, diaries, and the deathbed
notebooks. Beginning with ayearlong investigation for The New Yorker, he pursued Lev’s story acrossten
countries and found himself caught up in encounters as dramatic and surreal, and sometimes as
heartbreaking, as his subject’slife. Reiss's quest for the truth buffets him from one weird character to the
next: from the last heir of the Ottoman throne to a rock opera-composing baronessin an Austrian castle, to
an aging starlet in a Hollywood bungalow full of cats and turtles.

As he tracks down the pieces of Lev Nussimbaum’ s deliberately obscured life, Reiss discovers a series of
shadowy worlds—of European pan-1damists, nihilist assassins, anti-Nazi book smugglers, Baku oil barons,
Jewish Orientalists—that have also been forgotten. The result is athoroughly unexpected picture of the
twentieth century—of the origins of our ideas about race and religious self-definition, and of the roots of
modern fanaticism and terrorism. Written with grace and infused with wonder, The Orientalist is an
astonishing book.
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Editorial Review
Users Review
From reader reviews:
Eric Campandlli:

Within other case, little persons like to read book The Orientalist: Solving the Mystery of a Strange and
Dangerous Life. Y ou can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Given that we know about how is
important the book The Orientalist: Solving the Mystery of a Strange and Dangerous Life. Y ou can add
knowledge and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, because from book you
can realize everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple factor
until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, you can open a book as well as searching by
internet gadget. It is called e-book. Y ou need to use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's
learn.

Richard Pease:

Reading a e-book can be one of alot of action that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are alot of reasons why people loveit. First reading a guide will give you alot of new
facts. When you read a e-book you will get new information simply because book is one of a number of
ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, looking at a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially hype book the author will bring you to definitely
imagine the story how the characters do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other people.
When you read this The Orientalist: Solving the Mystery of a Strange and Dangerous Life, you can tells your
family, friends and aso soon about yours e-book. Y our knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading
abook.

Harriet Dupree:

The Orientalist: Solving the Mystery of a Strange and Dangerous Life can be one of your beginner books
that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that
could increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the
information. The article author giving his/her effort to place every word into joy arrangement in writing The
Orientalist: Solving the Mystery of a Strange and Dangerous Life yet doesn't forget the main stage, giving
the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource details that maybe you can be considered one of it.
This great information may drawn you into completely new stage of crucial thinking.
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Robert Murphy:

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this The Orientalist: Solving the Mystery of a
Strange and Dangerous Life guide written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book
which might be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written with good manner for you, still
dripping wet every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still hesitation
The Orientalist: Solving the Mystery of a Strange and Dangerous Life as good book not merely by the cover
but also with the content. Thisis one publication that can break don't judge book by its handle, so do you still
needing one more sixth sense to pick that! ? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already alerted you
so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.
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