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Pastors are tasked with the incredibly demanding job of caring for the spiritual,
emotional, and, at times‚ physical needs of their people. While seminary is
helpful preparation for many of the challenges pastors face, there’s far more to
pastoral ministry than what can be covered in the classroom. Designed as a
reference guide for nearly every situation a pastor will face, this comprehensive
book by seasoned pastors Kent Hughes and Doug O’Donnell is packed full of
biblical wisdom and practical guidance related to the reality of pastoral ministry
in the trenches. From officiating weddings to conducting funerals to visiting the
sick, this book will equip pastors and church leaders with the knowledge they
need to effectively minister to their flocks, both within the walls of the church
and beyond.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Everyday Latin phrases spring to mind to describe The Pastor’s Book: It is a magnum opus—a major work
for all ministers, incorporating one and a half lifetimes of gathered pastoral resources. It will be a vade
mecum—the go-to book and faithful companion for younger ministers, to guide, inform, and sometimes
correct and restrain. It should prove to be a sine qua non for all who are engaged in gospel ministry over the
long haul—the very book needed to help re-calibrate and refresh. These pages constitute a love-gift to their
fellow under-shepherds from Kent Hughes and Douglas Sean O’Donnell. They have put all who love
Christ’s church in their lasting debt.”
—Sinclair B. Ferguson, Professor of Systematic Theology, Redeemer Seminary, Dallas, Texas

“This is an immensely helpful, Scripture-saturated resource for busy pastors, explaining the practical ‘how
to’s’ of leading weddings, funerals, baptisms, the Lord’s Supper, personal counseling, and weekly worship
services. It reflects the accumulated wisdom of decades of ministry, and it comes from the pen of a godly,
wise senior pastor for whom I have the highest appreciation and respect.”
—Wayne Grudem, Research Professor of Theology and Biblical Studies, Phoenix Seminary

“The Pastor's Book should be on the shelf of every young preacher heading out into gospel ministry. It is a
resource volume—meant to guide you into good practice and provide you with language for a variety of
pastoral settings. Its success comes from the authors’ mutual hallmark of disciplined and careful
preparation.”
—David R. Helm, Pastor, Holy Trinity Church, Chicago; Chairman, The Charles Simeon Trust

“This is an invaluable resource for every pastor or church leader, at whatever stage of life and ministry. Full
of biblical and theological insights, practical applications, and excellent examples, it will become an essential
companion and guide for a multitude of ministry opportunities and challenges.”
—David Jackman, Former President, Proclamation Trust, London, England

“Veteran pastors Kent Hughes and Douglas O'Donnell have given us a wonderful, biblically anchored,
gospel-centered resource. This is an invaluable, go-to treasure for busy pastors. From invocations to
benedictions and from weddings to funerals, this volume is a very helpful guide in confidently exercising our
duties as ministers of the gospel. What a gift!”
—Crawford W. Loritts Jr., Senior Pastor, Fellowship Bible Church, Roswell, Georgia; author, A
Passionate Commitment

“I wish I had had this book when I began my ministry as a pastor! It pulls back the curtain to show us what
we need to know about our calling and the expectations of our people. It gives a breadth and context to
pastoral responsibilities I’ve not see in other similar books.”
—Erwin W. Lutzer, Senior Pastor, The Moody Church, Chicago, Illinois

“The Pastor’s Book is a remarkable resource, forged over four decades of Hughes’ pastoral experience. It is
historically informed, biblically grounded, thoroughly Christ-centered, and imminently practical. This is a
book that the new pastor and the veteran minister alike will return to again and again as they press through
the crucible of pastoral ministry.”
—Aaron Messner, Senior Minister, Westminster Presbyterian Church, Atlanta, Georgia
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“Pastors must be prepared for almost any imaginable situation. From weekly sermons and counseling to
hospital visitations and funerals, the pastoral tasks vary from day to day, even from hour to hour. Kent
Hughes provides the type of theologically rich handbook every minister needs on his shelf. Hughes is a
sagacious guide to the many facets of pastoral ministry, and his program for ministry is deeply rooted in
Scripture. I am confident that pastors will be greatly served by this book and better equipped for faithful
ministry in every avenue of life.”
—R. Albert Mohler Jr., President and Joseph Emerson Brown Professor of Christian Theology, The
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary

“I can only imagine the benefits I would have received if I had been given this book on my ordination day. I
not only look forward to having my own copy but also securing one for the young men I have the privilege
of mentoring for gospel ministry. The Pastor’s Book is a well-written and comprehensive compendium on
pastoral ministry. Get it and use it, and may our Lord’s church again be blessed by ministers called of God
who give themselves to ‘the ministry of prayer and the Word.’”
—Harry L. Reeder III, Senior Pastor, Briarwood Presbyterian Church, Birmingham, Alabama

“Whether you are a newly minted pastor or a veteran, you will find this all-in-one resource for pastoral
ministry a very helpful book. This book will actually remind pastors there are many wonderful resources to
draw upon, all of which equip us to biblically minister in the various roles and contexts we find ourselves
pastoring within.”
—Jay S. Thomas, Lead Pastor, Chapel Hill Bible Church, Chapel Hill, North Carolina

“Veteran pastor and author Kent Hughes has written what will surely prove to be one of the most widely
used and useful guides to pastoral ministry available to young pastors. As I read through this volume, I was
struck over and over again by the practical wisdom, measured assessment, and confident admonition that
could come only from one who has pastored—and pastored thoughtfully and well—for many years. The
benefit this book will be for pastors and their churches is incalculable. What a gift this is.”
—Bruce A. Ware, T. Rupert and Lucille Coleman Professor of Christian Theology, The Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary

About the Author

R. Kent Hughes (DMin, Trinity Evangelical Divinity School) is senior pastor emeritus of College Church in
Wheaton, Illinois, and visiting professor of practical theology at Westminster Theological Seminary in
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Hughes is also a founder of the Charles Simeon Trust, which conducts
expository preaching conferences throughout North America and worldwide. He serves as the series editor
for the Preaching the Word commentary series and is the author or coauthor of many books. He and his wife,
Barbara, live in Wyncote, Pennsylvania, and have four children and an ever-increasing number of
grandchildren.

Douglas Sean O'Donnell (MAs, Trinity Evangelical Divinity School and Wheaton College) is a senior
lecturer in biblical studies and practical theology at Queensland Theological College in Brisbane, Australia,
after spending nearly twenty years in pastoral ministry. He is currently obtaining his doctorate at Trinity
College Bristol through the University of Aberdeen. He is the author of a number of books, including The
Beginning and End of Wisdom, The Song of Solomon and Matthew in the Preaching the Word commentary
series, and Psalms in the Knowing the Bible series.
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Nancy Smith:

The book The Pastor's Book: A Comprehensive and Practical Guide to Pastoral Ministry make one feel enjoy
for your spare time. You may use to make your capable more increase. Book can to get your best friend
when you getting pressure or having big problem using your subject. If you can make examining a book The
Pastor's Book: A Comprehensive and Practical Guide to Pastoral Ministry to be your habit, you can get far
more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You
are able to know everything if you like available and read a book The Pastor's Book: A Comprehensive and
Practical Guide to Pastoral Ministry. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or
encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this publication?

Annie Smith:

This The Pastor's Book: A Comprehensive and Practical Guide to Pastoral Ministry are usually reliable for
you who want to become a successful person, why. The explanation of this The Pastor's Book: A
Comprehensive and Practical Guide to Pastoral Ministry can be one of many great books you must have is
giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed you with information that perhaps will shock your
prior knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your
conditions in e-book and printed types. Beside that this The Pastor's Book: A Comprehensive and Practical
Guide to Pastoral Ministry giving you an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you demo
of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Cynthia Briscoe:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This kind of book The Pastor's Book: A Comprehensive and
Practical Guide to Pastoral Ministry was vibrant and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that
book The Pastor's Book: A Comprehensive and Practical Guide to Pastoral Ministry has many kinds or type.
Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and think you
are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it makes you feel
happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading that.

Kelly Gomes:

As a student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library as well as
to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart and soul or
real their interest. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently
there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring in addition
to can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for yourself.
As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this The Pastor's Book: A Comprehensive and Practical Guide to Pastoral
Ministry can make you sense more interested to read.
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