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Based on recently declassified documents, this book provides the first
examination of the Truman Administration’s decision to employ covert
operations in the Cold War.

Although covert operations were an integral part of America’s arsenal during the
late 1940s and early 1950s, the majority of these operations were ill conceived,
unrealistic and ultimately doomed to failure. In this volume, the author looks at
three central questions: Why were these types of operations adopted? Why were
they conducted in such a haphazard manner? And, why, once it became clear that
they were not working, did the administration fail to abandon them?

The book argues that the Truman Administration was unable to reconcile policy,
strategy and operations successfully, and to agree on a consistent course of action
for waging the Cold War. This ensured that they wasted time and effort, money
and manpower on covert operations designed to challenge Soviet hegemony,
which had little or no real chance of success.

US Covert Operations and Cold War Strategy will be of great interest to students
of US foreign policy, Cold War history, intelligence and international history in
general.
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Based on recently declassified documents, this book provides the first examination of the Truman
Administration’s decision to employ covert operations in the Cold War.

Although covert operations were an integral part of America’s arsenal during the late 1940s and early 1950s,
the majority of these operations were ill conceived, unrealistic and ultimately doomed to failure. In this
volume, the author looks at three central questions: Why were these types of operations adopted? Why were
they conducted in such a haphazard manner? And, why, once it became clear that they were not working, did
the administration fail to abandon them?

The book argues that the Truman Administration was unable to reconcile policy, strategy and operations
successfully, and to agree on a consistent course of action for waging the Cold War. This ensured that they
wasted time and effort, money and manpower on covert operations designed to challenge Soviet hegemony,
which had little or no real chance of success.

US Covert Operations and Cold War Strategy will be of great interest to students of US foreign policy, Cold
War history, intelligence and international history in general.
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Editorial Review

Review

'It is clear that Corke has done a great job marshalling documentation from many different
sources?her research in this incredibly murky area adds tremendously to our knowledge, illuminating
how departments responsible for psychological warfare during the conflict were reorganized or
eliminated ... [Corke] has prepared a very important book that all scholars of the early cold war era
must consult?especially those that are interested in the intelligence bureaucracy where the literature is
quite thin.' - Gregory Mitrovich, H-Diplo Roundtable Reviews, Vol. XI, No. 29 (2010), 14 

'Corke's work makes a valuable contribution to our understanding of Cold War policymaking, adding
insightful depth as well as breadth.' - Mark Montesclaros, H-Net.org, April, 2010

About the Author

Sarah-Jane Corke is Assistant Professor, Department of History, Dalhousie University, and has a PhD from
the University of New Brunswick [2000].

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Margaret Coleman:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of
new information. When you read a reserve you will get new information due to the fact book is one of
various ways to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you
actually more imaginative. When you studying a book especially fictional works book the author will bring
someone to imagine the story how the people do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to others.
When you read this US Covert Operations and Cold War Strategy: Truman, Secret Warfare and the CIA,
1945-53 (Studies in Intelligence), you are able to tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours
guide. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a reserve.

Rodolfo Rodgers:

The reserve with title US Covert Operations and Cold War Strategy: Truman, Secret Warfare and the CIA,
1945-53 (Studies in Intelligence) posesses a lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of
gain after read this book. This specific book exist new information the information that exist in this
publication represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to find out how the
improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you in new era of the internationalization. You can
read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.
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Tony Sanford:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this US Covert Operations and Cold War
Strategy: Truman, Secret Warfare and the CIA, 1945-53 (Studies in Intelligence) publication written by
well-known writer who knows well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who all read the
book. Written throughout good manner for you, leaking every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your
own personal hunger then you still question US Covert Operations and Cold War Strategy: Truman, Secret
Warfare and the CIA, 1945-53 (Studies in Intelligence) as good book but not only by the cover but also by
content. This is one reserve that can break don't evaluate book by its protect, so do you still needing one
more sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already said so why
you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

David Baxter:

Beside this particular US Covert Operations and Cold War Strategy: Truman, Secret Warfare and the CIA,
1945-53 (Studies in Intelligence) in your phone, it might give you a way to get more close to the new
knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from the oven so don't
possibly be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have US
Covert Operations and Cold War Strategy: Truman, Secret Warfare and the CIA, 1945-53 (Studies in
Intelligence) because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you oftentimes have
book but you would not get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this
with your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island.
Techniques you still want to miss the item? Find this book as well as read it from at this point!
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