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From the front of the classroom to the top of the bestseller’s list, award-winning
educator Jay Phelan knows how to tell the story of how scientists investigate the
big questions about life. He is also a master at using biology as a springboard for
developing the critical thinking skills and scientific literacy that are essential to
students through college and throughout their lives.
Phelan’s dynamic approach to teaching biology is the driving force behind What
Is Life?—the most successful new non-majors biology textbook of the
millennium. The rigorously updated new edition brings forward the features that
made the book a classroom favorite (chapters anchored to intriguing questions
about life, spectacular original illustrations, innovative learning tools) with new
features, enhanced art, and full integration with its own dedicated version of
LaunchPad—W.H. Freeman’s breakthrough online course space, which fully
integrates an interactive e-Book, all student media, a wide range of assessment
and course management features, in a new interface in which power and
simplicity go hand in hand. See what's in the LaunchPad
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From the front of the classroom to the top of the bestseller’s list, award-winning educator Jay Phelan knows
how to tell the story of how scientists investigate the big questions about life. He is also a master at using
biology as a springboard for developing the critical thinking skills and scientific literacy that are essential to
students through college and throughout their lives.
Phelan’s dynamic approach to teaching biology is the driving force behind What Is Life?—the most
successful new non-majors biology textbook of the millennium. The rigorously updated new edition brings
forward the features that made the book a classroom favorite (chapters anchored to intriguing questions
about life, spectacular original illustrations, innovative learning tools) with new features, enhanced art, and
full integration with its own dedicated version of LaunchPad—W.H. Freeman’s breakthrough online course
space, which fully integrates an interactive e-Book, all student media, a wide range of assessment and course
management features, in a new interface in which power and simplicity go hand in hand. See what's in
the LaunchPad
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Jay Phelan teaches biology at UCLA, where he has taught introductory biology in large lectures for majors
and nonmajors for twelve years. He received his PhD in evolutionary biology from Harvard in 1995, and his
master s and bachelor s degrees from Yale and UCLA. His primary area of research is evolutionary genetics,
and his original research has been published in Evolution, Experimental Gerontology, and the Journal of
Integrative and Comparative Biology, among others. His research has been featured on Nightline, CNN, the
BBC, and NPR; in Science Times and Elle; and in more than a hundred newspapers. He is the recipient of
more than a dozen teaching awards. With Terry Burnham, Jay is the coauthor of the international best-seller
Mean Genes: From Sex to Money to Food Taming Our Primal Instincts. Written for the general reader,
Mean Genes explains in simple terms how knowledge of the genetic basis of human nature can empower
individuals to lead more satisfying lives. Writing for a nonscientific audience has honed Phelan s writing
style to one that is casual and inviting to students but also scientifically precise."

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Marie Michael:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold
on guys this aren't like that. This What is Life? A Guide to Biology book is readable through you who hate
those straight word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without
leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer involving What is Life? A
Guide to Biology content conveys prospect easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-
book are not different in the information but it just different such as it. So , do you even now thinking What
is Life? A Guide to Biology is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Christopher Cunningham:

This book untitled What is Life? A Guide to Biology to be one of several books this best seller in this year,
this is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this
kind of book in the book store or you can order it by using online. The publisher with this book sells the e-
book too. It makes you easier to read this book, as you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is
no reason to you personally to past this publication from your list.

Sheila Rivera:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic
in the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your
personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book could be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The
first thing you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to consider look for book,
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may be the publication untitled What is Life? A Guide to Biology can be great book to read. May be it can be
best activity to you.

Charles Rowe:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
family members or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just
watching TV, or maybe playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that's look
different you can read the book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you read you
can spent all day long to reading a publication. The book What is Life? A Guide to Biology it is very good to
read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. If you did
not have enough space to create this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read
this book through your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book possesses high quality.
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