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The purpose of this book is to share my thoughts with all melodic
instrumentalists, to suggest an avenue into chromatic jazz improvisation. The title
Chromaticism in Jazz implies the coloristic, intervallic, non-diatonic, paratonal,
and superimposition styles of jazz improvisation that may be represented by the
mid-60 s Miles Davis Quintet and the 60 s John Coltrane Quartet (and later
Coltrane groups). It must also be noted that the application of chromatic lines in
improvisation should not overshadow the natural flow of ideas, but should be
explored thoughtfully to create contrast and more lyrical, melodic playing. As the
subject of dissonance versus consonance has shifted and evolved throughout the
course of jazz history, chromaticism has been developed by later generations to
stretch the boundaries of jazz improvisation. The use of superimposed lines
against harmonic structures can often create an interesting deflection, in
conjunction with more standard jazz language. This work will lay the structural
guidelines of chromaticism and give some examples of how chromatic lines can
be used in a jazz context. After learning the evolution of chromaticism in
recorded jazz, you will then gain the knowledge and skill to explore further
possibilities. I hope this book will offer a new treatment for the chromatic
deficiency in American musical society at large.
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The purpose of this book is to share my thoughts with all melodic instrumentalists, to suggest an avenue into
chromatic jazz improvisation. The title Chromaticism in Jazz implies the coloristic, intervallic, non-diatonic,
paratonal, and superimposition styles of jazz improvisation that may be represented by the mid-60 s Miles
Davis Quintet and the 60 s John Coltrane Quartet (and later Coltrane groups). It must also be noted that the
application of chromatic lines in improvisation should not overshadow the natural flow of ideas, but should
be explored thoughtfully to create contrast and more lyrical, melodic playing. As the subject of dissonance
versus consonance has shifted and evolved throughout the course of jazz history, chromaticism has been
developed by later generations to stretch the boundaries of jazz improvisation. The use of superimposed lines
against harmonic structures can often create an interesting deflection, in conjunction with more standard jazz
language. This work will lay the structural guidelines of chromaticism and give some examples of how
chromatic lines can be used in a jazz context. After learning the evolution of chromaticism in recorded jazz,
you will then gain the knowledge and skill to explore further possibilities. I hope this book will offer a new
treatment for the chromatic deficiency in American musical society at large.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Masaya Yamaguchi is not only a musician but also a conceptualist who established his own system to
explore the imaginative formation of musical scales by The Complete Thesaurus of Musical Scales, which is
a meta-contribution to music pedagogy of a high standard. Jazz Education Journal wrote, "Its worth
mentioning that this book comprehensively covers all theoretical possibilities in constructing scales July-
August 2002." The concept is revealed in many of his writings and compositions. Because of the reference
value of his outstanding achievements, Marquis Whos Who has selected his biographical profile for
inclusion in Whos Who in America, Whos Who in the World and Who's Who of Emerging Leaders.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Faye Wilson:

This Chromaticism in Jazz: Applying Techniques and Concepts book is absolutely not ordinary book, you
have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is information inside
this publication incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper a person read a lot of
information you will get. This kind of Chromaticism in Jazz: Applying Techniques and Concepts without we
understand teach the one who looking at it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't possibly be
worry Chromaticism in Jazz: Applying Techniques and Concepts can bring any time you are and not make
your case space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even mobile
phone. This Chromaticism in Jazz: Applying Techniques and Concepts having good arrangement in word as
well as layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Nathanael Ma:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book in comparison
with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all this time you only find book that need more
time to be learn. Chromaticism in Jazz: Applying Techniques and Concepts can be your answer mainly
because it can be read by a person who have those short free time problems.

Anna Raynor:

Is it anyone who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Chromaticism in Jazz: Applying Techniques
and Concepts can be the solution, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are and so out of date,
spending your extra time by reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
guides have than the others?
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Scott Duran:

Book is one of source of understanding. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen require book to know the revise information of year for you to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the
world. By the book Chromaticism in Jazz: Applying Techniques and Concepts we can take more advantage.
Don't one to be creative people? Being creative person must love to read a book. Only choose the best book
that acceptable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life by this book Chromaticism in
Jazz: Applying Techniques and Concepts. You can more attractive than now.
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