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Different international relations theorists have studied political change, but all
fall short of sufficiently integrating human reactions, feelings, and responses to
change in their theories. This book adds a social psychological component to the
analysis of why nations, politically organized groups, or states enter into armed
conflict. The Disequilibrium, Polarization, and Crisis Model is introduced, which
draws from prospect theory, realism, liberalism, and constructivism. The theory
considers how humans react and respond to change in their social, political, and
economic environment. Three case studies, the U.S. Civil War, the Yugoslav
Wars (1991-1995), and the First World War are applied to illustrate the model’s
six process stages: status quo, change creating shifts that lead to disequilibrium,
realization of loss, hanging on to the old status quo, emergence of a rigid system,
and risky decisions leading to violence and war.
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Different international relations theorists have studied political change, but all fall short of sufficiently
integrating human reactions, feelings, and responses to change in their theories. This book adds a social
psychological component to the analysis of why nations, politically organized groups, or states enter into
armed conflict. The Disequilibrium, Polarization, and Crisis Model is introduced, which draws from prospect
theory, realism, liberalism, and constructivism. The theory considers how humans react and respond to
change in their social, political, and economic environment. Three case studies, the U.S. Civil War, the
Yugoslav Wars (1991-1995), and the First World War are applied to illustrate the model’s six process stages:
status quo, change creating shifts that lead to disequilibrium, realization of loss, hanging on to the old status
quo, emergence of a rigid system, and risky decisions leading to violence and war.
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Editorial Review

Review
Motivated by an exhaustive and comprehensive historical reading of international crises and wars since
antiquity to modernity, Dierauer’s Disequilibrium, Polarization, and Crisis Model: An International
Relations Theory Explaining Conflict maintains that a way to explain conflict generally and armed conflict in
particular is to focus on emotions, and visceral, existential feelings about how individuals react and respond
to socio-political changes. Dierauer adds and tests a dynamic six-stage process model explaining this
important socio-psychological dimension in the analysis and explanation of why nation-states and politically
organized groups engage in large-scale armed conflict. Two pre-civil war era cases (the U.S. Civil War and
the Balkans Wars in the 1990s), and one pre-systemic war case (First World War) serve as test-cases of the
model. The result is a historically well-grounded, theoretically sound, and methodologically rigorous study
that adds to the long list of important contributions to socio-political psychology and explanations of the
origin and evolution of international crises and wars. It is a most-read book for a wide audience interested in
world politics generally, and on the causes of international crises and wars in particular. (Félix E. Martín,
associate professor of politics and international relations, Florida International University)

About the Author
Isabelle Dierauer is an international relations theorist holding an interdisciplinary studies MA in
international relations and philosophy from Antioch University Midwest.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sandy Holiday:

The book Disequilibrium, Polarization, and Crisis Model: An International Relations Theory Explaining
Conflict can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why
must we leave the good thing like a book Disequilibrium, Polarization, and Crisis Model: An International
Relations Theory Explaining Conflict? Wide variety you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim
this book can give many info for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer along with your book.
Knowledge or data that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you could share all of these.
Book Disequilibrium, Polarization, and Crisis Model: An International Relations Theory Explaining Conflict
has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and large function for you. You can seem the
enormous world by start and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Barbara Tucker:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, short story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not striving Disequilibrium, Polarization, and
Crisis Model: An International Relations Theory Explaining Conflict that give your entertainment preference
will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the opportunity
for people to know world much better then how they react toward the world. It can't be explained constantly
that reading habit only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to end up being success
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person. So , for all of you who want to start studying as your good habit, you may pick Disequilibrium,
Polarization, and Crisis Model: An International Relations Theory Explaining Conflict become your current
starter.

Rose Bennett:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in comparison with
can satisfy your short period of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find guide that
need more time to be read. Disequilibrium, Polarization, and Crisis Model: An International Relations
Theory Explaining Conflict can be your answer because it can be read by you actually who have those short
time problems.

Ellis Dunn:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you may
have it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This particular Disequilibrium, Polarization, and
Crisis Model: An International Relations Theory Explaining Conflict can give you a lot of friends because by
you taking a look at this one book you have thing that they don't and make a person more like an interesting
person. This particular book can be one of one step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information
that might be your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than different make you to be great persons.
So , why hesitate? Let's have Disequilibrium, Polarization, and Crisis Model: An International Relations
Theory Explaining Conflict.
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