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Throughout the 20th century, electricity was considered to be the primary vehicle
of modernity, as well as its quintessential symbol. In India, electrification was
central to how early nationalists and planners conceptualized Indian
development, and huge sums were spent on the project from then until now. Yet
despite all this, sixty-five years after independence nearly 400 million Indians
have no access to electricity. Electrifying India explores the political and
historical puzzle of uneven development in India's vital electricity sector. In
some states, nearly all citizens have access to electricity, while in others fewer
than half of households have reliable electricity. To help explain this variation,
this book offers both a regional and a historical perspective on the politics of
electrification of India as it unfolded in New Delhi and three Indian states:
Maharashtra, Odisha, and Andhra Pradesh. In those parts of the countryside that
were successfully electrified in the decades after independence, the gains were
due to neither nationalist idealism nor merely technocratic plans, but rather to the
rising political influence and pressure of rural constituencies. In looking at
variation in how public utilities expanded over a long period of time, this book
argues that the earlier period of an advancing state apparatus from the 1950s to
the 1980s conditioned in important ways the manner of the state's retreat during
market reforms from the 1990s onward.
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Throughout the 20th century, electricity was considered to be the primary vehicle of modernity, as well as its
quintessential symbol. In India, electrification was central to how early nationalists and planners
conceptualized Indian development, and huge sums were spent on the project from then until now. Yet
despite all this, sixty-five years after independence nearly 400 million Indians have no access to electricity.
Electrifying India explores the political and historical puzzle of uneven development in India's vital
electricity sector. In some states, nearly all citizens have access to electricity, while in others fewer than half
of households have reliable electricity. To help explain this variation, this book offers both a regional and a
historical perspective on the politics of electrification of India as it unfolded in New Delhi and three Indian
states: Maharashtra, Odisha, and Andhra Pradesh. In those parts of the countryside that were successfully
electrified in the decades after independence, the gains were due to neither nationalist idealism nor merely
technocratic plans, but rather to the rising political influence and pressure of rural constituencies. In looking
at variation in how public utilities expanded over a long period of time, this book argues that the earlier
period of an advancing state apparatus from the 1950s to the 1980s conditioned in important ways the
manner of the state's retreat during market reforms from the 1990s onward.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Electrifying India presents new research findings that make a significant contribution to current literature.
The argument is novel and important. It addresses literature of specific relevance to India, and to the politics
of development in particular, but it also speaks to larger questions related to the role of historical trajectories
in explaining the ability of governments to adjust to market-oriented economic policy regimes." (Rob
Jenkins, Professor of Political Science, Hunter College and the Graduate Center)

"Why does the power go on and then off again in so much of India? Sunila Kale's book shows why the states
that embraced electrification in the 1950s and 1960s, prodded by their farmers, are laggards today, and why
the 'late developers' have embraced changes in the power market that are now transforming India." (Steven
Wilkinson, Nilekani Professor of India and South Asian Studies)

"This clearly and engagingly written book adds substantially to our understanding of the process of
economic reform in India?and to the comparative analysis of political regimes across Indian states. It should
be of great interest to researchers and students of comparative politics and political economy." (John Harriss,
Professor of International Studies Simon Fraser University)

"[Electrifying India] is thoroughly researched and does a fine job of demonstrating why the task of
electrifying India remains an unfinished business . . . Highly recommended." (A. A. Batabyal CHOICE)

"As any practitioner will tell you, the Indian electricity sector is heavily shaped, and impeded, by complex
politics and flawed institutions. It is surprising, then, that there is such a paucity of quality work on the
politics of Indian electricity. Sunila Kale's important new book, Electrifying India, goes a long way to filling
this vacuum. Drawing together material from the historical record, central policy-processes, and a detailed
examination of the track record in three states, Kale weaves a compelling and nuanced narrative on the past
and present of Indian electricity, with important lessons for its future." (Navroz K. Dubash, Senior Fellow,
Centre for Policy Research, New Delhi India)

About the Author
Sunila Kale is an Assistant Professor at the Henry M. Jackson School of International Studies at the
University of Washington.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

James Conner:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try and and must have the time or they will get wide range
of stress from both way of life and work. So , once we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely
sure. People is human not a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are you experiencing when
the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then ever try this
one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the book you have read is
actually Electrifying India: Regional Political Economies of Development.
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Brian Crowe:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind ability or
thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book in comparison
with can satisfy your short time to read it because this all time you only find book that need more time to be
go through. Electrifying India: Regional Political Economies of Development can be your answer since it
can be read by a person who have those short free time problems.

Eric Hempel:

Many people spending their time by playing outside using friends, fun activity with family or just watching
TV the entire day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading through a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book can really hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It alright you
can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Electrifying India: Regional
Political Economies of Development which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this book?
Let's find.

John Cotton:

A number of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the
item when they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the particular book Electrifying India:
Regional Political Economies of Development to make your own reading is interesting. Your skill of reading
skill is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and
mingle the idea about book and reading through especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to open
up a book and study it. Beside that the reserve Electrifying India: Regional Political Economies of
Development can to be your brand new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse in what must you're
doing of the time.
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