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The R?m?yana of V?lm?ki is considered by many contemporary Hindus to be a
foundational religious text. But this understanding is in part the result of a
transformation of the epic’s receptive history, a hermeneutic project which
challenged one characterization of the genre of the text, as a work of literary
culture, and replaced it with another, as a work of remembered tradition.

This book examines R?m?yana commentaries, poetic retellings, and praise-
poems produced by intellectuals within the ?r?vaisnava order of South India from
1250 to 1600 and shows how these intellectuals reconceptualized R?ma’s story
through the lens of their devotional metaphysics. ?r?vaisnavas applied innovative
interpretive techniques to the R?m?yana, including allegorical reading, ?lesa
reading (reading a verse as a double entendre), and the application of vernacular
performance techniques such as word play, improvisation, repetition, and novel
forms of citation. The book is of interest not only to R?m?yana specialists but
also to those engaged with Indian intellectual history, literary studies, and the
history of religions.
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The R?m?yana of V?lm?ki is considered by many contemporary Hindus to be a foundational religious text.
But this understanding is in part the result of a transformation of the epic’s receptive history, a hermeneutic
project which challenged one characterization of the genre of the text, as a work of literary culture, and
replaced it with another, as a work of remembered tradition.

This book examines R?m?yana commentaries, poetic retellings, and praise-poems produced by intellectuals
within the ?r?vaisnava order of South India from 1250 to 1600 and shows how these intellectuals
reconceptualized R?ma’s story through the lens of their devotional metaphysics. ?r?vaisnavas applied
innovative interpretive techniques to the R?m?yana, including allegorical reading, ?lesa reading (reading a
verse as a double entendre), and the application of vernacular performance techniques such as word play,
improvisation, repetition, and novel forms of citation. The book is of interest not only to R?m?yana
specialists but also to those engaged with Indian intellectual history, literary studies, and the history of
religions.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Ajay Rao is Assistant Professor in the Department of Historical Studies (UTM) and the Department for the
Study of Religion at the University of Toronto, Canada. His areas of research include South Asian religions
and Sanskrit literature and intellectual history.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ian Ashlock:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they're still students or that for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that problem above. Every
person has distinct personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pressured someone or something
that they don't desire do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Re-figuring the
Ramayana as Theology: A History of Reception in Premodern India: Routledge Hindu Studies (Routledge
Hindu Studies Series). All type of book would you see on many methods. You can look for the internet
options or other social media.

Anna Williams:

The knowledge that you get from Re-figuring the Ramayana as Theology: A History of Reception in
Premodern India: Routledge Hindu Studies (Routledge Hindu Studies Series) is a more deep you looking the
information that hide inside the words the more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't mean that this book
is hard to recognise but Re-figuring the Ramayana as Theology: A History of Reception in Premodern India:
Routledge Hindu Studies (Routledge Hindu Studies Series) giving you buzz feeling of reading. The article
writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by means of anyone who read the idea
because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your own
vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We suggest you for having this specific Re-figuring the Ramayana as Theology: A
History of Reception in Premodern India: Routledge Hindu Studies (Routledge Hindu Studies Series)
instantly.

Rhonda Hoffman:

The actual book Re-figuring the Ramayana as Theology: A History of Reception in Premodern India:
Routledge Hindu Studies (Routledge Hindu Studies Series) will bring you to the new experience of reading
some sort of book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to
study, this book very ideal to you. The book Re-figuring the Ramayana as Theology: A History of Reception
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in Premodern India: Routledge Hindu Studies (Routledge Hindu Studies Series) is much recommended to
you you just read. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can quicker to read the
book.

Pedro Dillon:

Some individuals said that they feel fed up when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose often the book Re-figuring the Ramayana as Theology:
A History of Reception in Premodern India: Routledge Hindu Studies (Routledge Hindu Studies Series) to
make your own personal reading is interesting. Your skill of reading talent is developing when you similar to
reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the sensation about book and
reading through especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to open a book and study it. Beside that
the publication Re-figuring the Ramayana as Theology: A History of Reception in Premodern India:
Routledge Hindu Studies (Routledge Hindu Studies Series) can to be a newly purchased friend when you're
sense alone and confuse using what must you're doing of the time.
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