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Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.
Chapter One
My nameis Peter Parker and I'm the sort of person who occasionally getsin alittle over his head.

"The most important thing," said the man in the dark hood, walking down the hall next to me, "is not to show
them any fear. If you hesitate, or ook like you don't know what you're doing, even for a second, they'll sense
the weakness. They'll eat you dive."

"No fear," | said. "No getting eaten. Check."

"I'm serious. Y ou're outnumbered. They're faster, most of them are stronger, they can run you into the
ground, and if you're going to keep it under control, you're going to have to win the battle here." He touched
afinger to hisforehead. "Y ou get me?'

"Mind war," | said. "Wax on. Wax off."
The man in the dark hood stopped, frowned at me, and said, "Y ou aren't taking this serioudly."
"People aways think that about me,” | said. "I'm not sure why."

"See, that'swhat | mean," Coach Kyle said. He tucked his hands into the pockets of his workout jacket and
shook his head. "Y ou go joking around with them like that, and that'sit. Y ou've lost control."

"It's a basketball practice," | said. "Not a prison riot."

Coach Kyle was about six feet tall, with aslender build. Dark skin, and dark hair which apparently hadn't
started to go gray, though he had to have been in hislate forties. He wore thick glasses with black plastic
Marine-issue, birth-control rims. He'd been a Hoosier, starting guard, back in the day. He hadn't made the cut
tothe pros. "l see," he said with a snort. "Y ou're upset because you were the one who got stuck with running
the team."

"Well," | hedged, "I wasn't much for sports when | wasin school."

"Thiswas settled at last week's faculty meeting,” he told me cheerfully. "If you hadn't been the last one to
arrive at this meeting, you'd be halfway home by now."

"I know." | sighed.
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"Guess you had something more important come up?'

I'd been crawling around about two hundred and fifty berjillion freight-train-sized shipping containers at the
piers, looking for the one the mob was using to ship out illegal immigrants for sale on the slave market.
Officially speaking, they weren't people, since they hadn't filled out the right paperwork and learned the
secret American handshake from the INS. Unofficialy speaking, scum who target people who can't defend
themselves incite me to creative outrage. By thetime | had the last of them webbed to the side of their slave
container in the shape of the word "LOSERS" I'd been five minutes late to the faculty meeting already.

But that's not the kind of thing you can use as an excuse.
"The dog ate my homework," | said instead.

Coach Kyle shook his head, grinning, and we stopped outside the door to the gym. "Look. Your big worry is
the tallest kid there. Samuel. Best strong center | ever had, and he could go all the way. Problem is he knows
it, and he doesn't play well with others."

"Thefiend," | said. "Thisisajob for Superman.”

Coach Kyle sighed. "Peter. Samuel's mom works three jobs to make enough to feed him and his threelittle
brothers and sisters. Their block isn't such agood one. He had an older brother who was a gangbanger -- that
is, until he got stabbed to death a few years back. That's when Samuel took over as man of the house.
Looking out for the little ones.”

| sighed, and dialed down my snark projector.
"Goon."

"Boy's got area chance of turning into atop-rate athlete, and if he can make it into a college, he can help out
hiswhole family. Problem is that he's a good kid, at the core.”

"That's a problem?’

"Y es. Because if he doesn't get himself under control and make it into a good school, he'll graduate and try to
support hisfamily."

| nodded my head, getting it. "And wind up in the same place as his brother."

Coach Kyle nodded. "He's big, tough, and can make good money in agang. And it isn't asif he's going to
have employers kicking down his door to get to him."

"l see." | glanced through the narrow window in the door to the gym. A lot of young people were running
and screaming. Shoes squeaked on the floor. Many, many basketballs thudded onto the court in a rhythm that
could only have been duplicated by a drunken, clog-dancing centipede. "What do you need me to do?"

"Right now, the kid is his own worst enemy. If he doesn't learn to work with his team, to lead on the court,
no university will even look at him."

"But he hasn't realized that yet," | guessed.

Coach Kyle nodded. "I just want you to understand, Peter. Coaching the basketball team isn't just a chore
that needs doing. It isn't only a game. The team might be this kid's only chance. Same goes for the others, to
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alesser degree. The team keeps them off the streets, out of some of the trouble.”
| watched the kids playing and nodded. "1 hear you. I'll take it seriously.” | met his eyes and said, "Promise.”

"Thank you," Coach Kyle said, and offered me his hand. "To tell you the truth, | was hoping you'd be the one
to keep an eye on them for me. | see you with some of the other kids. Y ou do good work."

| traded grips with him and grinned. "Well, I'm so childish myself."

"Heh," he said. "Maybe | should come in with you for a minute. Just to help you get started.”
"It'sokay," | said. "l can handleit myself. Have fun getting lasered in the eyes."

He tapped his ugly glasses with one finger. " See you next week," he said. Then he headed out.

| sighed and opened the door to the gymnasium. After al, it wasn't like I'd never been outnumbered before.
I'd gone up against the Sinister Six versions one through fifty or sixty, and the Sinister Syndicate, and those
bozos in the Wrecking Crew, and...the X-Men? No, that couldn't be right. | hadn't ever taken on the X-Men
and thrashed them, | was sure. But those others, yes. And if | could handle them, surely | could handle a
bunch of kids playing basketball.

Which only goesto show that just because | happen to be afairly sharp scientist, the Amazing Spider-Man,
and a snappy dancer, | don't know everything.

copyright © 2006 by Marvel Characters
Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jimmy Maiden:

What do you consider book? It isjust for students because they're still studentsor it for all peoplein the
world, what best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has severa
personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't
desire do that. Y ou must know how great and also important the book Spider-Man: The Darkest Hours. All
type of book can you see on many solutions. Y ou can look for the internet options or other social media.

Paul Smith:

This Spider-Man: The Darkest Hours book is simply not ordinary book, you have after that it theworld isin
your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is information inside this book incredible fresh,
you will get facts which is getting deeper you read alot of information you will get. This specific Spider-
Man: The Darkest Hours without we comprehend teach the one who looking at it become critical in
considering and analyzing. Don't be worry Spider-Man: The Darkest Hours can bring once you are and not
make your case space or bookshelves turn out to be full because you can have it with your lovely laptop
even telephone. This Spider-Man: The Darkest Hours having great arrangement in word as well as layout, so
you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.
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Harry Duffey:

Here thing why that Spider-Man: The Darkest Hours are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all
studying a book is good but it depends in the content from it which is the content is as tasty asfood or not.
Spider-Man: The Darkest Hours giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any
reserve out there but there is no e-book that similar with Spider-Man: The Darkest Hours. It gives you thrill
studying journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is
perhaps can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in park, café, or evenin your
means home by train. In case you are having difficultiesin bringing the paper book maybe the form of
Spider-Man: The Darkest Hours in e-book can be your alternate.

L ouis Ono:

This Spider-Man: The Darkest Hours are reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The
explanation of this Spider-Man: The Darkest Hours can be one of the great books you must have is usually
giving you more than just ssmple reading food but feed you actually with information that possibly will
shock your previous knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and
whenever your conditions at e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Spider-Man: The Darkest Hours
forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical
thinking that we understand it useful in your day action. So, let's have it and enjoy reading.
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