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Paul Johnson, the most celebrated popular historian of our time, takes a scalpel to
Stalin, whom he considers "one of the outstanding monsters of history." Johnson
sets forth the essence of Stalin’s life, character, and career. "It has been a hateful
task, which has caused me much pain and disgust," he writes with characteristic
candor. "But it has been a duty I have performed not without a certain grim
satisfaction." Stalin poses a particular challenge to a biographer: How does one
render such a monster human? While Johnson doesn't flinch from chronicling
Stalin's rise to absolute power—the remorseless vendetta against Leon Trotsky,
the development of the Gulag, the extermination of millions of peasants—he also
shows Stalin playing billiards, listening to his adored Mozart, and annotating
Marx’s Capital in the margins. It is, in concise form, the story of Russia in the
twentieth century: dark and murderous, a stage on which to display humanity's
infinite capacity for self-destruction.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
"Vivid…[full of] unexpected insights... a fine 'Stalin for Beginners.'" —The Wall Street Journal

About the Author
Paul Johnson is the owner of Monterey Fish Company, a major Bay Area wholesaler, located on Pier 33 in
San Francisco. He has become the supplier to chefs such as Thomas Keller, Alice Water, Todd English and
Daniel Boulud. A former chef at restaurants such as In Season, he is the author of Forever Fish. He lives in
Berkeley, California.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Michael Walsh:

This book untitled Stalin: The Kremlin Mountaineer (Icons) (Kindle Single) to be one of several books
which best seller in this year, that is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit onto it.
You will easily to buy that book in the book retail outlet or you can order it via online. The publisher on this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, since you can read this book in your
Mobile phone. So there is no reason to you to past this publication from your list.

Mitchell Boone:

The publication with title Stalin: The Kremlin Mountaineer (Icons) (Kindle Single) has a lot of information
that you can understand it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. That book exist new expertise the
information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world now. That is important to
yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you within new era of
the globalization. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Kim Marshall:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
do you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It okay you
can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Stalin: The Kremlin
Mountaineer (Icons) (Kindle Single) which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out this book?
Let's notice.
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Debra Becnel:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many question for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading.
Some people likes reading, not only science book but also novel and Stalin: The Kremlin Mountaineer
(Icons) (Kindle Single) or even others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the
truly great a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or even
students especially. Those guides are helping them to put their knowledge. In other case, beside science
book, any other book likes Stalin: The Kremlin Mountaineer (Icons) (Kindle Single) to make your spare time
much more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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