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In order for students to write effective arguments, they need to read good
arguments. In this practical book, you’ll find out how to use mentor texts to make
writing instruction more meaningful, authentic, and successful. Author Sean
Ruday demonstrates how you can teach middle school students to analyze the
qualities of effective arguments and then help them think of those qualities as
tools to improve their own writing. You’ll learn how to:

Introduce high-interest topics to students to get them interested and engaged❍

in argument writing.
Teach students to look at multiple sides of an issue and critically evaluate❍

evidence to construct informed, defensible arguments.
Make argument writing an interactive, student-driven exercise in which❍

students pursue their own writing projects.
Use mentor texts to help students learn the core concepts of argument❍

writing and apply those skills across the curriculum.

The book is filled with examples and templates you can bring back to the
classroom immediately, as well as an annotated bibliography which links the
concepts in this book to the corresponding Common Core State Standards. Blank
templates are also available as printable eResources on our website
(http://www.routledge.com/9781138924390).
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In order for students to write effective arguments, they need to read good arguments. In this practical book,
you’ll find out how to use mentor texts to make writing instruction more meaningful, authentic, and
successful. Author Sean Ruday demonstrates how you can teach middle school students to analyze the
qualities of effective arguments and then help them think of those qualities as tools to improve their own
writing. You’ll learn how to:

Introduce high-interest topics to students to get them interested and engaged in argument writing.❍

Teach students to look at multiple sides of an issue and critically evaluate evidence to construct❍

informed, defensible arguments.
Make argument writing an interactive, student-driven exercise in which students pursue their own❍

writing projects.
Use mentor texts to help students learn the core concepts of argument writing and apply those skills❍

across the curriculum.

The book is filled with examples and templates you can bring back to the classroom immediately, as well as
an annotated bibliography which links the concepts in this book to the corresponding Common Core State
Standards. Blank templates are also available as printable eResources on our website
(http://www.routledge.com/9781138924390).
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Editorial Review

Review
"In readable, accessible language, Sean Ruday covers all the bases for teaching argument writing to middle
school students. The Argument Writing Tookit is exactly what teachers need to help students think logically
and express themselves cogently about important topics. This is a book that all middle school teachers will
want to keep within arm's reach."

--Amy Benjamin, Literacy Consultant and author of thirteen books, including Infusing Grammar Into
the Writer’s Workshop

"Untangling an inherently complex task, Ruday supports middle school teachers in creating authentic
argument writing experiences for students. Teachers will appreciate the student-friendly analysis of the
attributes of effective argument writing, the concrete strategies for integrating reading and writing using
mentor texts, and the thoughtful discussion on assessment--and busy teachers will find a treasure trove in the
annotated bibliography. I will be using this book with my pre-service English teachers as it provides easy
access into a significant instructional area that can panic the inexperienced!"

--Natasha A. Heny, Ph.D., Assistant Professor of English Education, University of Virginia

"Ruday provides relevant, practical strategies that teachers can use to improve students' argumentative
writing pieces. With the Common Core era upon us, it is imperative that teachers are able to effectively
guide students to improve their writing skills, and Ruday successfully weaves the Common Core standards
with interesting, easy-to-implement strategies and lessons."

--Kim Wagner, 6th Grade Honors English Language Arts Teacher, Traughber Junior High School, IL

About the Author

Sean Ruday is Assistant Professor of English Education at Longwood University. He is also the author of
The Informational Writing Toolkit, The Common Core Grammar Toolkit, Grades 6-8, and The Common
Core Grammar Toolkit, Grades 3-5.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

David Sayre:

Often the book The Argument Writing Toolkit: Using Mentor Texts in Grades 6-8 has a lot of information
on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was published by the very
famous author. The writer makes some research ahead of write this book. This book very easy to read you
will get the point easily after looking over this book.
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Travis Hargrove:

The Argument Writing Toolkit: Using Mentor Texts in Grades 6-8 can be one of your basic books that are
good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary which could
increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information.
The article writer giving his/her effort to get every word into pleasure arrangement in writing The Argument
Writing Toolkit: Using Mentor Texts in Grades 6-8 yet doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the
hottest as well as based confirm resource details that maybe you can be one of it. This great information
could drawn you into fresh stage of crucial pondering.

Walter Feuerstein:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this The Argument Writing Toolkit: Using
Mentor Texts in Grades 6-8 publication written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make
book which can be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written in good manner for you, leaking
every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still question The
Argument Writing Toolkit: Using Mentor Texts in Grades 6-8 as good book not simply by the cover but also
by content. This is one guide that can break don't judge book by its protect, so do you still needing an
additional sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already alerted you so
why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Anna Baron:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our understanding for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every
year had been exactly added. This reserve The Argument Writing Toolkit: Using Mentor Texts in Grades 6-8
was filled concerning science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your technology
competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big selling point
of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you
simply wanted.
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