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In The Hungry Woman, an apocalyptic play written at the end of the millennium,
Moraga uses mythology and an intimate realism to describe the embattled
position of Chicanos and Chicanas, not only in the United States but in relation to
each other. Drawing from the Greek Medea and the myth of La Llorona, she
portrays a woman gone mad between her longing for another woman and for the
Indian nation which is denied her.

In Heart of the Earth, a feminist revisioning of the Quichí Maya Popul Vuh
story, Moraga creates an allegory for contemporary Chicanismo in which the
enemy is white, patriarchal, and greedy for hearts, both female and fecund.
Through humor and inventive tale twisting, Moraga brings her vatos locos home
from the deadly underworld to reveal that the real power of creation is found in
the masa Grandma is grinding up in her metate. The script, a collaboration with
master puppet maker Ralph Lee, was created for the premiere production of the
play at The Public Theater in New York in 1994.

In a Foreword to this edition, Moraga comments on her concerns about
nationhood, indigenism, queer sexuality, and gender information.
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In The Hungry Woman, an apocalyptic play written at the end of the millennium, Moraga uses mythology
and an intimate realism to describe the embattled position of Chicanos and Chicanas, not only in the United
States but in relation to each other. Drawing from the Greek Medea and the myth of La Llorona, she portrays
a woman gone mad between her longing for another woman and for the Indian nation which is denied her.

In Heart of the Earth, a feminist revisioning of the Quichí Maya Popul Vuh story, Moraga creates an
allegory for contemporary Chicanismo in which the enemy is white, patriarchal, and greedy for hearts, both
female and fecund. Through humor and inventive tale twisting, Moraga brings her vatos locos home from the
deadly underworld to reveal that the real power of creation is found in the masa Grandma is grinding up in
her metate. The script, a collaboration with master puppet maker Ralph Lee, was created for the premiere
production of the play at The Public Theater in New York in 1994.

In a Foreword to this edition, Moraga comments on her concerns about nationhood, indigenism, queer
sexuality, and gender information.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
In the 1990s, nationally known Chicano feminist lesbian writer Moraga authored the two complex dramatic
scripts assembled here, "The Hungry Woman: A Mexican Medea" and "Heart of the Earth: A Popul Vuh
Story." The first is drawn from the Greek Medea and the pre-Hispanic La Llorona myths. Combining cultural
history and mythology, realism and compassion, Moraga portrays Medea as a single mother poisoning her
son to prevent custody by her ex-husband. Her salvation comes only in death when she is poisoned by her
ghost son and lesbian lover. The play is poetic but blunt, with sexually explicit passages. "Heart of the Earth"
is a feminist dramatization of the Quichi Mayan Popul Vuh legend of the prehuman world. With humor,
Moraga vividly describes the defeat of Lords of Death and the underworld in a playful ball game and the
making of humans with maize. Irma Mayorga's critical afterword is essential, as the multilingual passages
and multicultural allusions make these plays a challenge to read. Recommended for selected academic and
public libraries. Ming-ming Shen Kuo, Ball State Univ. Lib., Muncie, IN
Copyright 2002 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
"The play is poetic but blunt . . . With humor, Moraga vividly describes the defeat of Lords of Death and the
underworld in a playful ball game and the making of humans with maize. . . . the multilingual passages and
multicultural allusions make these plays a challenge to read. Recommended for selected academic and public
libraries."

The play is poetic but blunt . . . With humor, Moraga vividly describes the defeat of Lords of Death and the
underworld in a playful ball game and the making of humans with maize. . . . the multilingual passages and
multicultural allusions make these plays a challenge to read. Recommended for selected academic and public
libraries.

From the Inside Flap
In these two plays Cherrie Moraga traverses the landscape of tragedy and comedy to show how myth and
cultural history have shaped the Chicano Imagi-Nation.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Deborah Hagan:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information today can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even an issue. What people must be
consider if those information which is inside former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable
resource then you have it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen inside you if you take The hungry woman : A Mexican Medea as the daily
resource information.
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Romana Linder:

The book The hungry woman : A Mexican Medea will bring you to the new experience of reading some sort
of book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to read, this book
very ideal to you. The book The hungry woman : A Mexican Medea is much recommended to you to learn.
You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Bernice Martinez:

Reading a book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their own reader with their story or perhaps
their experience. Not only situation that share in the guides. But also they write about the knowledge about
something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids, there are many
kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their talent in writing, they
also doing some exploration before they write to their book. One of them is this The hungry woman : A
Mexican Medea.

Lisa Gregory:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our know-how for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we would like. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year had been exactly added. This publication The hungry woman : A Mexican Medea was filled regarding
science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has
diverse feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can sense enjoy to
read a reserve. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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